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MiMboy? I1I'11 bet this must be
the classiest=looking editorial
pege to be in any fanzine! That
Rotsler can regslly cut a msan
figure!
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Lo, appears ABstract #i with a bale of
pages and a host of changes. I wore out
81l my editorial demands with the lest
iasue; so this will be mostly babblings
of gne sort or another,

First thing you'll notice is the 16lb,
paper. Now don't yell, but 1t is still
very® readable {the print doesn’t show
through), and will enable me %o send
you all the ABatracts to come, wlth a
goodly amount of pages...so in the long
run, it helps you as well as me.

Next thing you'll notice is the absence
of a contents page. Three cheers, it
eliminates something un-usuable (since
there are no page numbers) and adds one
more page for material.

Following, in order of changes you®lll
notlce, will be the extreme length of
the letter column...1l9 pages. I know
it's long, but you sald you liked it as
the best thing in the issue, so0 I thought
I'd give you what you wanted--and length-
ened it. Satlsfled?

Next, you'll notice that there's a pleas-
ant absence of filction in this issue. Too much fiction (15,000 words for
my first three ishs) is not warragted in a fanzine. Some fanzines can go
numerous issues without any fiction, but this isn't so hot either. My
contention i1s: Don't run any fiction, unless it's excellent--and if it's
excellent, don't fun too much. And so ABstract will go one or two issues
without fictlon, then I’11l pick up by running a story by H. Ellison in Sept.
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1ittls dovegnh op thie issue, but whknt and boue g no

maks some of my oritice happy. Do you like {he ne 5T 1
L7111 g8t cne nmore and mlveraste the thres of them i i

5 1 leve The abillity to turn ocut pra G
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stually this is bairg typed as tha last thing ia the issue | gL
L {iuw " I can’t walt to get tnils darn thing asszmbled., But (i
1g9:4 > now, and thers's echool tomorrow, so 1711 lel the peticr pari
the stapling eo til tomorrow ' '
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A ract is s%ill In need of some good informative articles 9.4 soms
interest an columng Also lebters, The letter section ssems Lo get
blgzger with bVery iszue. Never can tell, somedey I might havs just a
letter zine...then Balint won't be yvelling about ths fiction anymore

1 case anybody's ilnberested, I'm dolng a thesis on fandom., Oh 167?11
really be a corkar Pirst chapter: The lorld of S=F Fandom; JSecond:
What oilverberg Started, Third: The “Zines and their Editors, Fourty:.
Fandom and Me, Fifth: Conventions, or Please bass the Beer, Sixth
Correspondencen Seventh: Hoaxses, Lighth ¥Yandom and Its Values, {
Scund interesting? Well, there*ll «#1ly be ome copy, thet'll be bound
(all the theskses havs to be) and kept in my lidbrary.

Be sure and get the Fallish (that®s next issus), because remsmbar my

little bloed purge. If you ows me 8 swap, or you haven't wriiten, '
you're not getting the next ish. I'm cutting my pubbing schedule down

to a narrow minimum. There’ll be iwenty ugly mugs (everybody rrom Geis

to Willis) adorning the cover--s30 be prepared. I don't wani any law-

sults regarding heart-attecks resultlng from glanciug at the cpver,

The toxic Methancl fumes are becoming too much for me, I'11 have to go
over and shut the®¢-I mean cpen the windows. My Rex-0 is also grugling.
It's about as pocped &s 1 em. DBut,; you're opendhg this mag fresh as a
daisy expecting the begt from Vorzimer& end as I'm writing this Vorzinmer
feels like tuning off and going to bed. But Vorzimer can't tune off and
go to bed fintil he finishes this blasted page. 4And I don't want to use
it up with filler, because I can't see strailght enough to trace another
Rotsler special By the way, what do you think of these Rotsler master-
rieces? Well, Iddon't care what you think--I like 'em, &nd I‘'m going to
run more of 'em Also got some stuff from Naaman and DZ4 end Terry Carr

I dopn't think my mother cared for this nudity or semi-nudity in this

issue and I know it might shock some of the girls I know reading this
issues. Wacky dames like Jill, or Audrey, or Mary Lou, 1 though I°4d

give them a real charge by letting them see their names in print--or

perhaps I should print thelr pictures. b‘m sure they'd love that.

Look at all the glaring errors on this page. Burt Satz, my greatest
critic, says my punctunation ls pure V¥ictorlan--amd after the way I tore
after Corey on A la Space==I should talk? Yeah, that®s the trouble, 1
talk too much., VWell anything to get tc the bo*tom of the page..n*p1v>¢‘
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Hcw many times have you bought a copy of a current science-
fiction magazine down at the local newastend? More times than you
2an remember, I'll wager. Now, have you reglly gotten thirty-five
cent’s worth of enjoyment each time? Have you been satlisfied with
the quality of the stories with each issue? I'll bet more times
then not, you did not enjoy the yarms you paid your hard-earned
money for.

There are approximately twenty-five currently published prof-
essional science fiction magazines today. Only a minute fraction of
thet number offer top-flight stories; even these are not always con-
sistent. So why be a fool? Why not run those crap-zines off the
newsstand? Why spend money for trash? With the exceptlon of a few,
science fiction magazines are generally a complsete waste of money.
The authors are usually little-knowns; or pseudonyms of someone elase
who by now has such a poor reputation he must write under a flctit-
jous name. The stories are of poor quality because the rate are sc
low the author endeavors of quantity £ather then quality.

So lett's faee it. The only good gcieance fiction tales appear-
ing today are contained in anthologies and the few decent 8tf pro-
mags, Ostracize the poor magezines and let them go back to publish-
ing westerns. Keep the trash out of science ficticn,

% %k K K %k Kk ok & Kk ok

I have found, iln my meny months of publishing The Cosmic Front-
ier (I knew »I could sneak & plug in somewhere,) that sometimes I get
pretty disgusted with format and the same routline every lssue. I sey
to myself..."Why not put out & complstely different magazine next mon-
th...change the name and all.”" It does get rather monotoncus publish-
ing in the same format issue after issue, without variety. I think
John Magnus has been the only one brave enough to change his zine
drestically. He is going to publish a completely different SF the next
time, or 80 he mentions in the lest issue. Oh yes, Larry Ballnt ex-
perimented with different types of formats before he settled to his
present quarter size. He published ESCAPE in an odd shape and I under-
stand he had a few other types Before that.

A good method of breaking monotony of the same routine every ish
is to sprinkly one-shots druing the period when the regular zine is
not coming out. An example is the dditor of this magaszine here, Pete
Borzimer... He has published at least two one-shots and has also mint-
ed HA! and other items, such as a newsletter which he now Issues. Al
most aevery other fanzline which I receive originate from 1311 N. Leurel
\7wenus, But this editor seems over loaded with money .

! mally, I wouldn't break into this column, but I fee
rt ly the right time, I em definitely not ov
) till last month, 1 worked glmost every
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With all the science fichion snthologles being published gt the
cissent tims, before long they will outnumber the novels. Bellaatis
ia the chief offender, if it might be called an offenss, I Just saw
2 vouple o new collections at ths newsstend yesterday.

There have been some excepblonal pocket-azized anthclogleg whilcen

have appearsd, however. I doubt if there will ever he anothwr 1iks
Bu-DNB TH uND OF TIME, sdited by Frdderick Pohl and published vy ler
ratooks a while back. It centained rpineteen yarns thet were reslly

w21l written, OSeveral of them have been remantholo gized into ciher
vclvuca becnuse of their popularlty, . One of my fsvohltee hag alwsys

boen INTEHPLANETCARY STORIES, edited by Orson Welles. Ths leed atirasi-
ions in 1t was suprossd to be "Invaslon from Mars™ the radio scrive 3
veralion of H., G, YWells' "The Warr of;the Worlds,”™ alibough there wero
goveral obher exesllent teles, ilnoluding “The Ster-Mcuzme” by ¥red Brown,
2 tremendouslv humorous 3tory of a Gerxman scientiat snd his pet mouse,
¥itkey, =
# k% & @ ok k ok k ok

In 20 lumn by «yle ¥essler in PSYCHOTIC, vYHow Are You Fixed fu
Blood?", he menticns that 7th Fandom was a thing of tha past, and that .
Peter Vorzlmer, Denis Moreen, John Fietcher, Don Wegars, John h_tchcr ek,

end myself ars the vanguards of &th Fandom, Don Wegsrs responded 4o
ohat in his nugezine, FUG, by stating that he stili consideved himssl?
to be living in the era of Seventh Fandom and he hada'h even reallized
it was dead. T don't know gtout the other fellows, but I hold the sane
fesilnuga,

But, 1t might be a gocd ides tec lauhch this anew fandom, but I
doubt thet it will last eny ionger than Seventh did., It Juem,r howevsy,
that the fenzine trand will be & gradusl change to small or parsonal-
#ize zines, My own mag, end a few others of the latest fandom are
small gize. Half legal size will soon become very popular, I predict,
and small glze zines are more distinctive than the larger onss.

{ hoype 8th Fandom, if it really is here, has brought with it a nsw
crop of fanzinss, and fen writers, It is_for the good of the magses to
change from time to time, and this may be the time.

* Kk & Kk k ok k ok K %

had originaelly promiased Pete an article, but decided to writs .
this oolhnn inttead. The only trouble is whether I cen kesp it up
pvery month or not, We shall see next month...if I°m here again, I
shall have thought nf enough material to discuss, if not, wall... .
~BKI
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Maybe there’s still a 1little gpark left fn this fan. Here I
pledged never to darken a fan®s mallbox with my writings and %onight
I'm writing my autobiog and started this column,
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The trouble; I guess, is that even though I think fandom a waste
of time I enjoy writing. And where else can I see my slop printed 1f
I'm not good enough to sell professionally?

Of course, I have to be in a certalin mood to enjoy it. I'm in
such a mood now. At times, I'm asked to write somethlng and I drag
out a paper and so forth and begin wr¥iting, I get nowhere, By the
and of an hour I have three crumpled up piseces of paper in the baaket
and going on a fourth, At other times I cen bang away at the typer
and write something feirly presentablg and enjoy doing it.

Or if I don®t have anything to write for fanzines or such, I
putl out our alhum of Scherazade and write Impressions of iit. I've
done it several times now and have never gotten the same thing.

Did you ever try thet? --writing impressions of your favorite
classical piece (soms popular and jazz works too)}. Just get comfort-
able at your typer with s blank plece of paper inserted, the phono-
graph plaving fairly loud and let your fingers do what they want. In
especially easy to follow pieces, such as a concerto, analyze each note
and what the note means to you in words.

You can get some pretty weird results. Here's something from my
third try at Scherazade, first movement: d

«o-the gun was ralsed and the finger that held it, tightened,
The tiny pigeon way, way up in the clouds that was singing Yankee
Doodle and accompanying himself on the guitar, exploded like s
baloon touching a hot stove. He fcll, he fell into the arms of
some fleld mice... '

I hardly remembered writing thet when I resd it afterwards, My
mind became so wrapped around the music that the words just came to
me and my fingers wrote them down without a word to my heedbone that
they were doing so. .

The first day of the term I was walting in line in the gym to be
8igned in the class., The teacher was sltting at a little table with
a plle of slips stacked in slphabetical order in front of him  He
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AU Pives, It was only & dim whisper in my elouded headboae. It
grew in voluma, I locksd up; the teach was leafling medly %throush the
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"Fout! Goddam lousy, no=good, Toutl Oh fout! Where in blazes ig
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_ locksd again., I-couldn't believe my ears; the mark of
I lisztened: )
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"Foutl ToubtfoutfoubfoutFOUr:™

Yy oyces examined hls fingers for the tell-tale nlcobine steins and
blisters from open’ng fanzines., Sure emough! I looked a% his fcrahead
scarching for the antennae. Ghod! My own gym teacher! '

e was still muttering the sacred chant. His voice boomed suiddenly
snd echoed gll thru the gym: "FOUT:"

I must find out for surs! "3Sir," I said,

I stepped up guickly.
ug in my wallet for my OF card, "you wouldn't

"Mr, Neff, sir,==" 1 4
bappen to be a=="

I was interrupted by a tow=-headedy frockle=Taced 1ittle low fresh-
man with horne-rimmed glasses who seld Meekly, "Here I am, Mr. Neff.®

Hawe you ever seen two fans come to blows? T did, last Soturday
nilght efter the GGFS meeting.

If youlwve never, 1'11 tell you how that it 1s both the most boring
kind of fight ané¢ ths most hilarious fight in the werlid, This ons lash-
ed sn hour and a half end the whole time I sat there and roared.

T caa’t remgmber how 1t started, but suddenly I looked eround and
these two were taxing off their jackets, emptying thelir pockets and so
forth right on Cambridge Street a block from Carr’s house. The streets
were dark snd quist and the booming Tannish threats prokebly brought .
cut many & sleeping non=fan to his window wondering what mannsr of arge
uement this was, that two pecple slood with thelr arms folded and called
each cther flowers and headaches.

Eere®’s a running dialogue of the fight:
"You know, Jee, I hete you; I hate you bad."
*That"s nlce,"”

He turns to me snd says, "1 hate him; I hate him bad, but he won’t
do anything."®

One swings and misses.
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snother mias
"Hoam, This is getiing us nowhere.,."

A car drives by slowly. One turns to the driver end says, "Drive
on, mister, it°’s Jjust a floating crap geme."

Another exchangs of taps, in which one emerges violently sweeriag
in Assyrian,

"Sharemuto! Haka bissy sonovabeech!"

"You’re a rossbud’ Fugghsad! Msy you die im FAPA? May your fan.
zine be dittoed!* MNMay you--

More taps exchanged. One runs up the street and hides behind a tel-
ephone pole.

"Oh, you therel! Come cut, come out, whereever you arel"
The other asmbles down the strset. "I'm no ohicken,"
"You are." :

7"1°m not.,"

Lo

"You are. "

" "Hmmm, Deface this name agein. Call me a coward agalin.”

"Cowaxrd . "

"Alright, better watch out now, .Deface this neme again."®
"Coward."

"Call me a coward again, I dare youi”

"Coward."

"S0%?,.,"

One might have thought the twc boys were blindfelded, the way they
fought,,..but finall they were really punching it out, The fighting was
as obnoxious as the rame-~calling. When they got too tired to fight, they
exhausted their fannish voecabulary. It was reallye fight to end all
fights...nocbody got hurt,

I guess that should do it this time. I"1]l see you again'irf Bafis
doesn't compietely take over, bl

*hmm, this will have to be changed. Vhat's wrong with'a dittoed fmz?
I think I should have changed it, after all this mag is ditteed. 1
think for a magazine tc be hectoed would be a much worse curse than
to have it dittoed. Well, that was Griaham’s line, 'so what c¢an you
expect. The onéy thing I can yell at him is, "Sharamutol®™ --ye ed.
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«ssecWhich 1s the title that Bob Silderberg used on his second art-
icle on Fandom. Those of you who read the original article in QUANDRY
know that Silverberg had a point in his comparisom to Stepledon, but
those of you who have read this article, appearing in ABstract, will
Tind it equally apparent that this time Silverberg is all wrong.

1 h‘he i & i ree-d me‘"m-"\uc e, LS

" Not content with the chaos he has already msde of 6th and 7th
Fandoms, Sllverberg writes this second article with & basic premise
that 7th Fandom is already dying on its feet, and 8th Fandom is strain-
Ing at the leash.

If we back off and try to take an objective look at fandom, re-
gardless of the curren number, we wiil find that Silverber is now very
far from the truth. 7th Fandom has come, to be sure, and it is leav-
ing just as qulckly., But we are not reedy for 8th Fandom yet,..not
until 6th Fandom has complete 1ts turn.

You see, 6th Fandom never died.

7th Fandom wes supposed to haVeicome into its own in a blaze of
glory with the death of Lee Hoffman's QUANDRY, and to the casual eye
it would sppear this is just what happened. But now, from the vant-
age point of an extra year or two, we find that 6th Fandom was Jjust
emazed by these rash newcomers and stepped back to see what would
happen. Enter 7th Fandom-<-exlt 7th Fandom.

Now that the dust has settied, look at your score cards to see
who is in posgssegsion of the field. Joel Nydahl, 7th Fandom--missing
in action. Walter Willis, 6th Fandom--actively publishing his own
magazine HYFHEN, and also writing his famous QUANDRY column, "The
Harp that Onoe or Twice" for OOFSLA!, Don Cantins 7th Fandomn-whereo
abouts unknown. Shelby Vick, 6th Fandom--actively publishing his own
fanzine, CONFUSION, and writing several columns. for other fanzines.,

Some other 6th Fandomers are:

Ian Macauley, erstwhile publisher of COSMAG, now reviewing fmz
for Charles Lee Riddle's still=-active PEON, Bob 3ilverberg, himself,
publishing his own SPACESHIF; Max Keasler, of FANVARIETY and OPUS is
pianning a new fanzine, ALBATROSS from his Navy bese in Sand Diego.

Of all the names of 6th Fandom only one is gone from the scene,
and that one is Lee Hoffman's., Can Silverberg tell us that Lee Hoff-
man was 6th Fandom, and with her passing, so did all the rest? Nonsense.

All boiled down, we find that 6th Fandom had a temporary lapse
vwith the fall of QUANDRY, and in the interim, 7th Fandom, mistaking
quiet for defeat, came too soon., It didn't heve time to prepsre its@
elf, and it didn't have time to plan. And so it fell, leaving only a
handful behind it, who are now being graduslly absorbed by the second
coming of 6th Fandom, Even Silverberg should realize that now, -G.C.
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Cregg, I can appreciate your nostelgia for the time-worn 6th Fandom
Just like I respect the old southerners still shouting for the Con-
federaoy....but that's not going to do any good. A8 a matter of fact
I think the Civia War makes an excellent example.

The North won and came along, and the South thought they could go
along and continue to do things the o0ld way. But soon after they
found themse¥ves and realized that they were all just one again. The
same holds true with our now-numbered fandoms.

No, Sixth Fandom never died. After all, néither did the First., 6th
Fandom actually beceme a part of 7th Fandom the new order, without
fully realizing it. Members of 7th Fandom are now dylng and 80 in
will march 8th Fandom and again the hangers-on will adapt themselves.
Sure, it's all fine to get sentimental about the old order as do the
0ld Confederate soldiers-~but let's face it, you're in the present,
Do you see my point?

My explanation to the whole mess is (his: When QUANDRY dled, 7th Fan-
dom came along. Willis ochimed in, 80 did Silverberg and the rest,
because they had what it took to go through a complete change--to
adapt to a new fandom. Then VEGA went..but 7th Fandom has had the
stabllity to hold on. Now, 1f and when Psychotic folds, 7th Fandom
what's left of it, will fall flat on its face and 8th Fandom will be
ushered in, and Tucker, Bloch, Grennmell, Silverberg, Willis and your-
self will all be 8th Fandomers whether you realize it or not, Dobyou
see what I mean?

And believe me, this won't bed too far away’! Certaln mags, now prom-
inent in the 'top ten’ will fold and megs like FOG, SPIRAL and ABSTRACT
will be on the top. DIMENSIONS; by Ellison will be the Eighth Fandom
chang of his orliginel, SF BULLETIN, nothing more.

The thing that the older fen don't realize, and which only a new=comer
could see is this: 6th Fandom died...the boys that didn‘t go, Joindd
the 7th Fandom band-wagon, 7th Fandom will die and those that didn't
die, together with those that stuck around from 6th, will hitch up to
the 8th Fandom band-wagon and so on through the rest of Fan-History.

In a number of years, like Ackerman from 18t Fandom, there will be
tewer and few 6th and 7th Pandomers and more and more newer ones, The
fandom 18 only where they were born, and as long as they are publish-
ing, they are part of the fandom that 1s existing at present. The same
holds true with OOPSLA!..it 18 a magazine of 7tvh Fandom; and when 7th
Fandcm folds.,.O00PSLA will become a magazine of 8th Fandom and so it
will oontinue, until at last (sob!) 00rS folds.

s 18 absolutely my last word on this most contriversial subJ
let someone else carry the ball, and resign myself to my 0
z I want contriversy....I'll ‘turn on the MeCarthy
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SINEE e 5 JSE JSS}P of . ABstract, the 1etter~colunn seems s ogbe
u\*ng DOLLs Chilo GER DOwled. Witu, my readers. In the lastiissue 8.
n nine pag2s3 or 1etterm -aimost ¢ of Lhe entire issuve.. This:issuegse
he present time, I can't tell bhow many pages it will have. sz I
receive thpmys ‘.Q:int thems it ie evident thatt if you 2ike.the: lemuen
waction, . you Jike uwmwe appearing in it.. This seems to be ene ulathes
geptiong. Lhal, g aysfeveryOUdy happy in one way or another.:-¥og
CSL, W bg Aeve. Ty, feuabw there's plenty of material in here for taa’
A16 Ior hpga.w o) Just 4lxe Vo rsad 1nteresting lettersa which diaﬂass.
inuereﬂﬁaug thimgg;, you'll find plenty of them in here too.

I wag afraid there weren't golng to be many letters until I re-
ceived tedasyis;wadls - (Today 1s the l%thb) Plenty of contriversy in
this batch, Peeple.calling me a lousy reviewer and all that sort of
stuff, .In this issu2, I°m going to take up a little more spage in uy
answers to some of these questions., Some of the guestions have hsen
asked more then onece end should be answered. As of now, there are at
least 10 pagss of letters, there might be more., Ghod only knows!

GREGG CALKINS:

ABstract #3 received and noted, and much better than the previcus issue.
One thing about the covers.. the use of 1litho'd covers is wonderful, pro-
viding you can afford it, but why throw away good cash putting an illus-
tration in 1litho %hat car hardly stand mimeographing? why nct stick to
the ditto’d eover untll you really have a werth-while print for your
sover? Yersonelly, I didn’'t think the one you had on #2 was worth the
cash the 11tho took--unless you have a "deal”" whereby it doesn*t cost

you much-=but, of course, in the end 1%'s all up to you...ycu're paying
for it. I wigh to heaven I had the cash for a litho'd cover--I have twe
or three excellent illo'a by DEA that sare really terrific, but I hesitate
to approach them by mimeo and I'm waoiting until I can find somebody who
can give me & hand on them. °

Found Geis"Y FAN-FARE very interestlng., end if you can continue to put
out this sort of thing, more power to you. Unfortunately,K most guest-
editorial/blography sort of things degenerate into something worse then
nothing. We'll see how yours does. ' Personally, I advise only one per
issue--good subjects will be hard tc¢ find soon, and you'll have to start
repeating..or am I being pessimistic? By the bye, I noticed one thing

I abhor in your last few pages of Gels. ..you aren't correcting your
errors, but just running through them and letting them go. Tch, tch.
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Just read through the letner column again and noted your answer te Geis:
query Now I have one . can you fix me up with the AMERICAN OFFSET YRINT-
BRS? How many coples will they run for the $4 price you mentioned? Men,
that's just about in my price fleld, Incidentally, I note here that
‘quite a few people are in oppesition with my views of your cover on #2.
upon re-checking and comparing it with the price end alsc with your

cover on #3 as reproduced by ditte .well I still don’'t think it wes
worth it. e

You know, I don‘t know why I complaln so much, because 1 really do llke
ABby you have one of the best letter columns and fanzine reviews %o be
found anywhere I must admit that the way you rate the fanzlipes surprises
me exceedingly sometimes but affer all, you're entitled %o your opinions
. .thet's why everybody keeps trying t¢ turn out better and better fan-
zines after all

Mell, let me try to analyze ABby in my iboughts. . okey on the editorials
and excellent on the letters and fenzlne reviews  FAN-FARE {8 fine, too
{ guess my noin objectlons are too much rvom devoted.io fan-fiction,
which I never read--it"s almest & blood vow with me--and not enouch {or
eny) good columnists  Minor objectlions are the colors you print in and
the fact that you don°t take enough¥f are with your stencilling and cor-
rectvions and artwork. .they could all.stand touchinag up

Am enclosing samething of a short erticle for you, if you like ft. It
was originaelly written as my column for Harlsn kllison, but all of a
sudden Ellison decides he‘s changling His editoerial policy to en entirely
different style than he ran in UFB end sc he wants a different 3lent on
his writing. Now that'as ckay with me, bult 1 wish he'd tell me in advance
You gat to writing for a certasin sudience., and all of & sudden he wants
to ¢hange the audience 1 was gecing tc expend it some bafore sending
it to you, but I“ve got the cclumn to write again for Eiliscn, one for
UwWARN., and one for A LA SYaCE, all bafore the 1L5Eh, 30 1 guwss Ivd batter
gat buay on them first -

2CLT - Mkth Strset  sante Monisa

{{ Regarding the lithc’d covera. Not only can I get thei at {6 for
a thousand {which. in itself, I definitely net a bad pricel, but
I have recently found a place that will do 20C {on L4Olb. stccki)
for §3.507 This is defintely not out of the price range cf &
thrifty fen. Esgecially when you tuke into consideration the price
of the cover if it was ditto’d on 401b, paper {arprox. $1.25). As
for your comments on the cover of y2, I think you've already real-
ized thet the majority of the fen are not in egreement with you. I
earnestly hore that the fen will ilke the cover on this ish. Sorry
about the typos, that few pages weTe about the lagt few that I did,
and 1 was, naturally, in a big hurry. Will try harder this issue.
Thanks for the compliments and critlicisms. They'll be well-taken }}

BOOB STEWART .

Alright . call me a hypocrite! Here I am sending you two thinga for
ABstract, and Willis a poem, and Burbee seven bundles cf FAPAzines., 1
guess I'm just as queer as the rest of you peorle after all.

I hope no one %onk that letter too, toc sericusly. 1 wasa silghtly






SLEnT, THROUCH SNOW, etv., ety

‘ : mad st Thompson Tor cubtting me low in le
] creughly disgusted with the whole mob alter sce: ’
(HURBAN IX, But along comes Willlis in '<% agnd THE ENCHANTED NUI'-
LICATOR and I reelize that faens cen be fairly meture and so forth.

In other wordse; the Gaflis has worn off. I'm even puttlng out a lasetb
igssue of BOO! --monstrous thing, I hope, with all kinds of peopie in
it, This®ll be short for thet reason; I've 8t1ll got to write some
more lietters to people. :

Please excuse the crampiness of this missive and the abbreviaticns.
I'11 write later on, maybe,
274 Arlington St., Gan Francisac

({ Well, BOOL, onc of the craziest and best fareds is bavk. For hHhe
reecord, received ny first pisce ¢f fan-corresrondencs from
Boob, and what a riezs of corresponiences it was' It blasted e
from here to kingdow coms That was the {ivst piece he asked ne
not to print Tie lebter e mentions Ln toe above letter,
another piece he azked me not to print, XNummbdoy! The bhick meil
I've got...,and you'd never guess the nawes of scue. I see your
point of view cn THUERAN 11...3it would Grive anyhody oud of Fan
dom. As Tor Willis and the LZnchanted Duper, I¥ve glven uy heie
of ever seeins a copy. I1've sent Willis every copy of ARstract,
including this one Have writtenihim tws letters and one post-
card asking for nis ausol ,bub non lousy rejplyl! (Car any
one tell re whetiel or not e ever got rid of that pneumonias )3

&

DENIS MOREEN:

It’s about time I wrote you a note or two or three or more concerning
the various stuff you've gsamt this way, expecially sinece they've reached
of recent the tender number of three.. S50 here goes:

Thenks kindly for the two ABstracts end the VORZIMZRzine. The first
offset AB was quite extreme in 1ts materiel -- some very good items and
some very bad items&. It waes an average first issue.

And then comes 2, the hectoed or whatever it was. This I like! Your
personality shines thru much better {probably because of the larger
space in which you say things). The cover was beautiful (as was #1's
in e slightly less menner)., The reproduction of the entire issue Is
amazingly good =« in other words, it couldn"t be better.

THREE LOVES HAD MICHALL was so good that 1t forced me to go back to
the #1 issue and reocfi that AI must admit thaet 1 hed previously skirpped
over 1t). DonHD is really good et expressing words so thaet they mean
something, so that they say something. It l1s the knack of 8 poet.
Each of these storiesg, of course, would be fine separateiy, but will
the last in the series be dependent on rrevious happenings? Beileve
me, I'm ectually waiting to find out what coumes next, something which
rarely takes place these day? in ny attitude towards fanzines.

The letter sectlion (end if you think I'm gonna type that out, pardner,
yousa gotta the wronga ldesss!; was excellent, full of s pontaneoua
idees, which, in my opinion, is the essentigl part of ang lettsr secticn

Tn other words, it'g far from dead.



Carol Mekinrmgy story =32 Godl 2 sghories «= wag elsgo sxeellert o
Go you dig up wili this good stuff? I envy you. WMy ounly regret La that
rage 27 tegan prianting two inches too late, cutiting off some intriguing

digiggus. Really niee story, though.

Turn the sheet over and there I shall make an attemprt %o list my top

ten in fendom. OGut of modesty, I shull not even consider SPIKsL, whethex
it be worthy or not. - .
(helpful hint: +he best method for reading the other side
of this sheet 1z %o turn it over.) °

The following llested are serlously, and In the order, my ovpinions, as
based on the lssuss received, and on the fact that the magazlirss are
st11l being published !VEGA is not belng published, at least for these
purpoges): 1§ Psychotie: 2) Oopsial; 3) Fog, 4)Confusion; 5) Hyphen;
6) ABstreet, 7Y Grey, 8) S=F sdvertiser; 9) Confadb; 10} Vanp.

This list, by the way, was achieved by goling through my trede lists and
adding any additions to your list. Then it was a matter of eliringtion
As a conclusion, I would say that the number of good fanzinss is quite
gnall == not more than 17 or 18 at the most. The rest are unrsadable.

ELven after reading your correction of fthe matter, I still am at a loss
as to how you cold have mad thst FAN=FARL #10 instead of /2  Rather
clever trick, Rosco The geries is qulte interesting, perticulerly as
no other fanzine is doing the same seré of thlng right nowadays,

All ipall, ABstract, ia my opinion has climbed into the top ften sasily
within two lssues, belng greced with both good reproduction and good
meterlal, Nay 1t continue rronthly as you say!

If you would have any use for a Horeen column or Moreen article or
Moreen story or Moreen poen cor loreen art (even Moreen has no use for
the last 2!} speak up becumss Id like to do something for AB. Maybe
a colunn if I can think of sonething to write about along the lines
of my editorials in SPIRAL. Just a thought.

21L Ninth St., Wilmette, I11.

-y

fou're defipitely not the only cne who pul zside the first (4%

of TILLE LOVLE, gnly 50 read the superlatives snd ficd cut She:

were ripht, You've gol plesiy ci compeny. I tuink '"m safa in

assuming that thig wﬁ 3 be bhe faps"‘orj of Lna Ve v S0

suy. 1%'s the Dest §haey've cver read in g Tanzine )iﬂ e e

cilly coryensaticn UJon gzets (we ray no lettuce) 1Ls your lettew

Limrsure 1 ecn @sy for his his hsartfelt thanke fQi 'Ll Line

sond=rful Shinse you'lve said about him and his writi Dowmta
eally peb $ns 'tor- ten* Lists sent in by each fan., Ternty k-

wLy I taa thle tlke-=jusy fell like It. Will be ricre thar g1.7

Lo Eng ;C'¢u“¢.b vy Lorean sracing the tages of ARshragr it Mha
tTe coYIulhnE Luz nebler, By the waye-0nd Shis is Inrortans®

Lopuaroniee hhnt 4L Lalale CE ARLTRACT ‘i Tl By 4

il BEUTIEiSG upOn rei2lving the naxt *nbu“ ol ADSTIneT %

of the photo-ccve 1on Tios pics. of twentv fau ~A38tras!

Have SoEebLliing 1y ditdereant foi-dise £iftn (e=nd 2oosd P

regn) S i o SR (OF7 L ink YO 'l ke 1153 oY X AR ; "



b ~4id you do, get out of bed on the wrong sids the mOTIL]
that DV turned up??? uouldn't you Tind anything you liked in 1t29?

I'm still at & loss to know why you suddenly decided t0 spring both
barrels at me,..

Natch; I like your honest opinions and all that, but why %ry to accuse -
me of something which I did A& do?%%? I1I'm referring to your statement
that my Fanlstory feature is & direct steal from you Fan~Fare! Now
really, Pete;, If I actually thought you were serious about it I Jjust
might get peeved over such an accuzation! (Don't krow for surs bera'“e
such thinge rarely upset me and my sunny disposition...) But you know
darn well both our first ishs came out within a week c¢f each cbther--

#0 howinell could I have copled your idea???

And youy aren’t meking a bitter enemy if that was your object,.. I've
been raked over the coals by experts and still remsin unburaoed, I
Just can't see getting upset over a hobby. It just isn't that import.
and... Like I said, I eppreciate your honest criticism}

I wasn't satlsfied with the cover thish, either. I told Dottlis when
she practically insisted on drewing the cover this time, that I wanted
the satyr chasling a couple of wood nymphs, and thet's what ghe came up
with, when it was too late to do anything about it. I have my doubts
about the number of covers she'll do for me from now on... but keep it
(cope! I didn't see it until now! a yiolation of fan-ethice--I'm sorry
I let it slip, but I don*t think she'll see a copye-but, after all,
it*s not that importante=-ed.) under your hat, hmmm?

I can't understand why you didn't like DEA'8 bacover tho???

Liked the latest ABstract... was going to comment on it more fully, but
Just discovered I sent it with a bunch to & fan in England. ABby will
be a well-traveled gal now..

Must cut this shobt now. Got to finish stencilling my SA¥Szine, IMPACT,
and try to get it runn off next week. 18 pages lncluding the covers.
{You've probably heard of Fred Malz, from San Francisco? He's doing
the cover, He'll be one of the ataff artists of DV from now on, too.
You'll probably even have to break down and admit you like his work!)

Oh, yes, did you or did you not like that article I sent you a couple
of weeks ago?
Sta. 1, Box 514, Provo, Utsah

(( Sorry to good on the word 'not! above, .but the underline iz so

pear to the "&"' sign., 1 am in dead seriousness when 1 say that
you made a dlrect copy of YFAN=-FAREY, snd as for the fact that
our Tirst lssues came out within a week of sach othar, you are
dead wrong Thz Pirst lissue, with the firet fan=faoxme, came out
In JANUARY Your Tiwst issue cage out in MALCH. The latest
you would*® ve sean Aslstract would be eround the middile of LB,
In my opinion, you 2till sbend accused. One more thlng, even
taough fan-pubbing 15 1y hobby, doesn’t mesn that I tuke it too
lightly. As one usn, for o mag of-this sizs, I pubd too much
tine and encrgy to excuse anythiag ;ertJvnlng to it, lightly.
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A8 Nock mays, "all faneads tuin to the review gection firgi." Ana sines

3
¥
you gaw Ti¢ to review FOG in such a nice manner, you'll get & nlve lebigx
i

the exacet oppozite of wmy cutiting self.

',:‘J

Your cever wagn't goo, but sinee you sort of appolegize for it, 1t deess

n't 3trke me a8 belng too bad. On that DEA drawing, though, you oxyor-

lence the same kind of trouble that I had in turning out my ccv.r Ton
FOG #3. %The carbon dcesn’t pull off in some places, n01 (Mo, =-2d,)
Scumetines 1ts just the carbon sheet itself, but most of Lae Hlme the
trouble is tracing the origical cnto the master on too herd a surfece,

~

Your cditorial ig :zz2d. You leave yourself wide open, though, nocaugs
if you don't ge® the things you ask for, Jee Fan will think coi vou aes
an editor who has no drawing power, You probably wlll get it, thoush.,
POW! right in da kisser! %

& Sle

»

I haven®t read Donpell's stoxry yet, but only one thing is o¥vicusa,
You®'ll have a much better zine when nex% lzsue rolle ground, More space
will be used for more features, &inc@ the Donnell story, bheing pratity

good, takes up 2 lot of roca.

Den’t give me such a big btulld=up, PLEA‘i" I nean that ad you ren ae
filler., I'm etzrnally greatfulr rLt I don't like to disrupt uhe Zecln.
Pog #3 was 2L pages long, noct 30, It's published irre vu]arjjp not
moathlv, The price is 5?» not 104, and my zcne rumbar Is 2, not four.
But thanx anyhow.,.
HiE WHO HOAXES LAST was prﬁouy good, I get quite & cherge r
iike that, breavse L1t reminds me of some get-tegethers that I &k
gome of my contemporarieﬁo They sren't faszaaeens, but then 1 gc* a
better with non~Zans I think. I met Carr, Menicucecl, Joseph, Stewars
MeKipney, end Rlke at differsnt times, and though I didn’t knlie cny of
them in the back, with the exception of Carr, McXinney and Rike, *the
others seemed rather *queer? Lo me., That's what Stewart sayzs sivoul most
fen, and, in a way, he’s right. But Stewart thinks -I'm quesr snd I
think he’s fannishly queer. Isuppose we're both right....

Cnly thing wrong with Gels’ sutoblography...l cculdn’t find the firal
rege, The one cn the flip side of the laat page of the HCAX article
w#as blank. MNaybe you got an extra sheet around the house you could
send ap? If not, I°11 have t0 guess whether Gels was born or hatzhed. ..
And thet, my Triend, brings us to the review of FOG, I suprose I should
22 pleased and just Torget it. Bubt comparing my zine to Faychoitlic lsg
like comparing Jene Russell to my girl... They both gobt the same iLhirge,
2ut one has & bit nore then the other. And don't baame wWhite for Lm
cover! He drew it, and it was a darn good cover when it came out ot
the envelope, bt es it tonk form on the master copy, I went aps,
juggled the spaceznip arcund, putting it ipnto the alr inste=d of on

Ay

i

i



ag ¥White dafw 15, 1 cut out sowe foreground... I wexnd v73¢
as the ing coas 8lidipg off my {The One Gelz used on 22y L i
GLl5%2, I kn ty moaster was a Frankenetein.  But, sinee papey wostis,

Fa

$2:.40 & ream, 1 couldnt junk it...

An? g0, as ABgtract ginks slowly in the flles, woe head out to ssa,
sure of findlng e mueh bhetter zine next tlme, with more space devoted
vo featuresg,; and bolter layout since the editor won't be so rushed,,.

Your article 1s &0 right! I711 run it in the next lssue; not becauss

1 get a charge out of mention of my ngfme, but because I agree with you

-=0t least about 75%. L think I°'1) run it az an Open Letter to 6th,
th, and 8th Fandom, unlezs you have a ssrious objection,

By the way, I1'm enclosing two cartoons by a girl artist whet calls her-
self Maxine Farrish, Cooter, Miesourl. Funny nsme, no? (Nc, Tunny
city, -ed,)But, if ycu don’t £ind them funny send Yen t» Carr. He's
got a bunch of trovbles now; might just as well send him soms more...

Damn, this letter tcok me one whol hour to write, I wonder 17 you're
worth it, Pete, DTerhaps when the revoloution comes, you and I will
form a triumverate snd rule over fandom from our Gelden West... And
then 111 s8tab you and €av..o. *

Fen, Romans, and countrymen...lLend me your money.
I heve come to bury Vergimer,
Not to praise him...

%Zhhh Valley St., Berikeley 2, Cal.

{{ You got me wrong on that cover, But you can't please svery
body., There were guite a Tew who liked it. Lebv ne szt you

shraight=-1 didn't a] olo rize Tox anyshing bubt the laosk of a

v A e

1aoto-uflset cover, Osher than tuuu, 1 thouga%t ths cover
wag of obove average qguality and so on.

P}

Wauen I revisw o me
mazazine's o
Vb crinions in
viie ton and

. one of the things I do,
icn influence ue, or nob

¢e me, Just bascause a s &ec
ecause its 1 8V10h LAt )
iec, does aobd, any way, trevantgﬁ the naxy 1ss
3uy one sfter shat, from b»“nA & real piece of crud, w
took up ¥OG Lo review, 1 held it up agahvst the lobtast

£+10) and found it, in ny copinion, much bebt

it. .h2 sorv of Iroved to be hiw ouwn unpeuLfiop.
I*11 let the metter gt right ufelt Don't lock
in the mouth. By th.v.vmd-r=~ that review was no zift. ))
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JAN JANSEN: {(Eurcpe's only faned)

¥e 80 sorry, me late! Expect you'll be used to that by now, I soon
did after starting meddling myself in fanac. And don't astart making
me out for "old" so-and-=so, please, I resent that. Not the sc-and-so,
which I most likely deserves but the "old,"” And I like to think of
myself as belng a nice, young chap., {(Jan 1s 26 ~-ed.)

You should have received Alpba 3 by now, along with that beautiful pic
or did you chuck it away? You'd better not tell me if you have, becauss
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Actually, I sbhonld o burning wy eflcerve to the Jjcb of cuwp1‘?;g
with a leattsr © itician on ABstract. I°vs gobt one gripe agalnat 41

ayvougk of it. Tad's story is gocd, a and Tory nestly
done, 1 reanlly enjorted 1t better than THREE LOVES, (WHLL!4m°€ »edo)
This 15 possibly. due to the facet that-it would bs 0,.X,. whcn read tcgeth-
er with the next two parte, dut counsidered on its own, it has nothing

to do with fars or 8% Dea't Ltell m2, I can gueea the obtisy loves,

but bthat's wuy I say ﬁne three parits whould be read together. L& a guory
telier, he should <o alright though. Even if of nc dirsct etf luterest,
!t did real fluently. Glad to zee the feature Fen-Fare:; 1 alwaye 4id

Like to know what the ﬂLy; did, and gre deoing, or have beean uo*ngp cther
than their St? Activities, Having an idea about the background gives
vou the feeling they are mors or less perscnal acguaintances.

Fuce the dates on the title page of ABstract, I see 1 shcould hove had
ABstract #2 as well zs the supprlement. Sometthg wrong lu the HNew APA
or walting tc hecr from me? host like the latter, but I wondeyr 1T you
could Hell me the dats you received Alpha 3. It wes mailed here on
3/4/54, S0, ag I “¢n bass myself for second class mall delay!

As you might heve nuds oub rsading ou? third ish, we also have a sense
of humecy, over hers, Or did you guys think this senmse 1s purely an
Anglo-8axon monopolyy #nd is that the reason vwhy we get a “‘"r;o’a”
fanzine, whilet they'rs hidirng awey HAELA? How dn you guys maness %o

ezt the photo-oftset though? Have the prices for this type of manﬁihe
gone down so much, or does onz or the cther firm or organization place
it at your dispossl?

229 Berchemlsl, Borgerhout, Belglum

4 K e FOR tied 4 3P C ’ '
' ; >t Loo Ladl ..o PR Y
reoivad. A very sivillzed-iociiiug (2 )
5 W)y 5o shat newe wy for ° ‘ Lngen
3 FURT Lashe peperaimng Lhe pEoY™ s
i W ' o oweteil., PR F ie
*y RO Taur Ll Lo iasiy ssnbencs wes slichhis 7 e
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GREGG CALXINS: {again?)

Congidering the plle of unenswered mail I have, I shouldn't even be
touekhing this letter for two weeks yet., But you ve got a point that
has me excited, and I've got to write you about it before I bicw up.

Considering these photo-offset covers--I've gotta have a couple. Tell

you what. Sinece you know the guy and where he is and everything, I'm
going



Wewodn RO THRUUGH SLEEY , THROUGH SNOW, ete., atc

gelng to send youa Ttwe plx 1'd lilke dene next time 1'm up in SM...no,

I guese I can’t at that, mince I won't have any money by then. Well, -’
how about dolng 1T anyway? 1I71) mail you the plx the 15ik. If you
hapren to have the spare cash, 1'd erprsclate it if you®d get them
ran snd let me know belfore the 20th or the 22nd, a% which time I*11
gend you the dough. lHewever, if you don®*t have the cash, just weit
until it arrlves from me and then put them in, okay? One thing--I°11
trapese over to your place 8o get the finlshed covers. Try and let me
know 1f vou have them dore before the weekend of the 22nd and if =so,
1711 be over that weekend. If not, I'1ll wait until the next one and
rick them up.

I*m taking for granted, of course, that you'll help me out on this-~T
would really agppreciate it if you would, because it would be pretty
hard for me to get into LA twice in a row, sAnother thing: how far do
you live from Wilshire Blvd., and La Cienege? Tihose are ebout my only
reffenence points in that area, and I*1l have to go from there How is
the best way for me to reach you from Santa !onieca?

My Ghod-==200 covers on 401b, stoek for £2 apiece or two for $3. 50.
it's fantastic (It*s wrong! -ed.} MNaybe I'd better have four run be-
for the crazy guy changes his mind...

Sorry my artlcle on 7th Fandom was sc short, bubt for s while yet I'11
have a bit of catcihing up to do and everything, Itve got @ colunmn comms
itment to Ellieon that I'm not sure I¥1ll be able to swing, yet I'n

not sure I can write the sort of werious high-=level stuff he wantis, but
I'm golng to try. I know I can write foirly cepable fan humor, dut
thet's not what he wants now. I%ve also got column commitments to A LA
SPACE and SWARM,; but I think I*1l get out of them and plead lack of time
if T can. I'm really not a prolific writer, and with 001'S and [llison

I have ahout all I can handle,

Be thet es it may, 1°11 try and nake AB&tract #6 1f I can. I'm going

to take a 30-day leave in late June and early July, and I1I'm not sure yet
how that willl sffect 00PS and my writing, tho I tend to think it will meke
8 hole. Wg'll see.

Would like to send you my pie, but I'1l have to look around and see If
I can find one. 1 may have & fow small ones in sSM, but I'm not at all
sure if they're big enough. But as they're all con foto's from Chi,
rerhaps you might find one or two of them worthwhile, as they contain
Bes Mshaffey and {in another) Marty Greenberg as well as my ugly ren.

Damned if 1 see where you get the dough but if you can run a FaNish,

e CONish and an ANNish during the remaining months of °5), I predict
that ABby will be an all-time high in productlion. Before I forget,

be sure and put me down for a CONigh, and 1'l1 bring you my querter
when I come for my covers, I'll bring you your copy of 00rS #13 then,
too, as I'll probably beat the mails that way, anyhow.

I'w a little digappointed that 00¥sS didn't turn out higher in the pcll
thag it did, bub I guess Lhei's the way it goes., The only thlng that
really distiresses me ls finding INSIDE and SPACSHIP over 00p3-~INSIDE
bescause of the relatively few issues it has produced so far and JYACE~
SHIP because I heretofore thought fandom preferred a light zine to 1f,
SKYHUUK isn't really a subzine or even actually a fanzlne, but there's

no denying the fact that it's tops, both in reproduction aad edftorial
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¢ more of interest in ABsiraet thap in

sepability. Personelly. I fir
5 far 8s readlng goes--but SKYHOOK is undoubtedly the best’

SYYHO0K @

ah, well, thers will be other polls, and other issues of GOIS5...I think

ny annlsh thls year--tho probably not as spectaculer, by far, 88 yours«-
will becoot me 8 rotch or twe, and I have ytet {thet'e ‘yet’® -sd.) obher ]
rlans in stOr8... .

511 for now, and 1°'1l send you the pix this coming wéekend {the 15%h) with
the request that ycu 2o what you can for me...and thanks.

2817 ~ 11th St. Sants lionica

Ao

RICHARD GE IGS:

Now that format on the cover of #3 I like. Simple, yet intersesting., I
suggest you keep it. A dsliplite improvement. I frown, however, on that,
"donnell, geis, carr, vorzimer, and others.,.." business, Are you a
rseudc=campbell? On the other harnd, it does fill up space,

My response to the total issue: "MAN, DIG THAT CRAZY RATINBCW!™

Seriously, Pete, with regard to the various polychrome effects you getb
donft you +h;nk tiat possibly you are overdoing it e bit? It weems to
mne ihzu color othwr thap the basic typs~color should bs used eg a dac-
oratcr iten; a scort of accent, In your letter column, and especially

in the fanzine revi e73» you uas color like a color-blind bull In a paint
shop, Sure it?s bright and colorful, but that is not an end in itself.
Color should bs used witl discretion; even If 1t is chzap and easy to
rut in & zina. In the first fliush o; enthusiasn, you seem to havs gons
overboard, -

Dounnell wrlitsa a geod story, ead there are parts of his shtory that ring
true to 1ife end sctumrlly seem to be teking place as you reed, Thers

are other placeg, however, where he seens to overwrite, and suédenly the
reader i3 awars that what "he is reading is corny and pruple, I supposs
this 1s true of all amateur writing to a certain extent, It may be that
Donnell sheculd put his stuff away for a month after writing it and then
look at it and rewrite. In any case, I sgree with you that Lz 1s potent-
ially a very fine writer, -

THIS ARTIS WHO SIGNS HIS WORK K.E.3.; HE IS PERHAPS, RCON SMITH??727%7°%



1% wag wita @ shivear aud a pesk cver wy shoulder bthat I noted the ad
for FOG wherein you have killed off Psychotic and relegated to FOG, the
mentle of something-or-cther. I half-cxpected old man death hifiself

Yo touch ime on the shcoulder and say, dolefully, "Come.®™ You might at
least walt til PSY goes bi-monthly. And I don't plen on that at all,

I mean, gad... I'11 venbture & statement to the effect that Psychotic
will outlive both ABstract and 1ts erstwhile successor,

HE WHO HOAXES LAST gave me a chuckle znd a laugh., I f I ever get down
to California again iIn my lifetime you can be assured I'1ll look at the
pocketbooks first and ask questions after. That wes quite 8 switch they
pulled on you.

I lboked at the heading of the FAN-FARE, and I looked away, "Ghod," I

though aloud, "Now Vorzimer is doing it." And I refer to the scandalous
highlighting of my middle name. Is nothlng sacred? Hitchcock started it
all, and by hesven, I'll get him if 1t's the next to the last thing I do.

The heading for your letter column was real cute. I aprrove “Blessings
uron thee, oh little heading.”

REST IN PEACE 1s a good title for a fanzine review, But believe me, I
dop't think many will rest after the going over you give them., And I
must say that one the whele I don't like a bit your tendency to maul

the better zines without due cause. Of course you are parfectly within
your rights in steting you opinlons, no matter how fuggheeded they msay
secnl to others. (At this poiant you anger and say, "Aha, Gels 1s sore
cause I panned PSY.") Whal bothers mo” 1s the standards ycu epparentliy
use in judging these zinos, Witness the 8 you give FOG, the Bf you
give SEETEE, the Bf of THE COSMIC FRONTIER, and the A you gave VULCAN.
Contrast these high ratings with the C you gave STF TRENDS, the B~ you
gave PSYGHOTIC. Now really, Pete, how on earth can you justify, as an
exemple, giving en A{ to FOG as opposed to the B~ of SPACESHIP? Cood

as FOG i{s now, and as much as it promises, 1t still doesu't even come
within a mile of SPACESHIP from any stendpoint, What are your etandards?
What sre your criteria? What do you Jjudge a zine by? It is almost path~
atically obvious that you ars not being obJective in your estimates.
Rathesr, prejudice seems to gevern your rating. That's perfectly 0.X.too,
it is your right to print such things if you wish, but it CGoss seem &

bit thick that you should pass them off a s authentic fanzine reviews.
3ome fans have been known to buy zines as a result of reviews in other
zines, and it just don't seem right that you should mislead your readers
as you do, But then, a perceptive reader wlll realize from a careful
reading of the roviews precisely whet you are doing, arnd will write them
off for what they are. 3

I sure can get dirty when I want to, can't I?

And so to bed... ' 2631 N, Mississippi, Fortlend 12,



N

At

PETER GR AHADMNM:
I received ABstract today, amnd I read it., VOUS IMBECILE!

A® you may have gathered, I have a bone to pick with you., Here it is:
You state in your review of Spacsship, and elsewhere, that you ccnsider
it an unfeir trade to trade with other mags of lesser page slze., Now,
let’s piek that apart; first, there is the thing in fendom; it just
isn't the thing to be so damned plcayune about the amount of stuff you
gat when you trede, Lvery fanzine, bar nons; is the result of the hest
the editor can do at the moment, Perhaps 1t deesn®t have many pages
ona issue (or sny issue); it may make up for that in superior fllust-
rations or format., Then asgain, artwork may be entirely missing from
the zine; 1t may meke up for that in superior materlal and lots of 1ii,

Then there's the fanzine that's just generally cruddy snyhow, Don't
laugh--=it'8 5t111 the best the sditor can tura cut (no editor is goling
Yo purposafully tg§n out a grudzine} and should be recognized as such as
being worth somethlng. If he sends it in trade, he wanis to treds-



and our duty if you have any conscience at all, to txade with him,
regardless of page, size, number, or cclor

There's the minor point thet Spaceship iIs a vastly superior %o AB and
that if anyone is getting the raw deal; it°'s Silverber--but we needn't
go intc that.

",..I'm paying much more than a dime for each trade I get, but rarely,
if ever, get my dime®s worth." uit belng so mercenary, Are you in
fandom to have fun or to make money? If the latter, drop out quick;
ig“s easier to lose money by getting drunk, and prwbably mores fun be-
sides,

But let’s go lnto cost for a moment; you say it costs you about $13.50
to put out an issue of AB. You've already itemlzed your expenses, so
let's itemlze what I beileve is the average mimeo-zine per issue cost;

Stencils (1 Quire) approximately $3.50 {average over the country)
Paper {for 2@ pages) {13 sheets and 200 circulation) -- 6 reams e$2 is {12
Ink (1 Can per ish) $1.73 ;

That totes up to $17.50. Not too awfully much over your figure, but for

a lot of today's faneds {without a kindly mother--delete from printed) it®s
rether difficult for them to raise that much for an even bi-monthly zine,
much less also put out a lot of work and time and effort on it, as many

of them are teen-agers going to high school and college with very little
spare time. £

The resson for not having more pages? Twofold; first, there’s the pract-
ical reason that stendils come in packages of 24, unlike ditto masters,
Therefore 1t°s just as simple to make an issue that alze (Spaceship has ‘
26 because his maillng wrapper 1s from one stencil 3 years sgo, and his cover
was stencilled and donated by Carr}. Second and even more practicel, is

the fact that it would cost more money, not only in stenclls and paper,

but in postage. Let's estimate, dropping postage out of the plicture--

14 more pages, for a Af-more pages, for a LO page zine (at 20¢ per sten-
cil) comes to $2.80 more for stencils, and 3 more reams would be $6.

Thet's $8.80 more, a grand total of $26 plus, so lil ol’' peter J vorzimer
can get his dime's worth.

It's a good thing I'm writing this after I saw you at the NAPAcon...

The restof AB was 1t's usual best, and marred by the usual typographical
errors you seem to be subject to.

Oh, Ghod, here I go again. 1 just looked In your editoriasl and noticed
that you want an article on 8th Fandom yet.

HASN®T FANDOM (and haeven't you} HAD ENOUGH OF THE 7TH FANDOM RUCKUS?

7th Fandom was one of the most stupld, assinine things to ever harpen to
stfandom. Popnr Silverberg didn't Know what he was writing when he wrote
that article, but you can sure as hell see the fruits of his labors now!
A bunch of self-styled egopoo-seeking teen-agers, that can't galin recog-
nition at home or in school for reasons of their own, so set themselves
up as "VANGUARDS OF 7TH FANDOM"™ or the like, merely to boost thelr own
g0, Someone better wise them up. They are the typical adult stereo-
type of typical teen-age typlcal clubs, 4 secret society (7arA), the
leaders of the group merely the loudest of a}l» {Deanis, Vorzi@er” for=
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Fleasas, ret=, isi3 not stert thal agéin.

Lusii Loyalty to cne or the other of tns Fons, aic

You cught. tc try Rike for both a good columnist snd for original car.-

toona.

Tt's getting lete, znd I'm too tired 'to comment much more on ABLY,

He should be abtle to help you==hope you sent him 8 copy of thnlsh.

Mayhe

more on tepe later (which reminds me, I've got one herey ready to be sent

to youe..must get to it some day...)

Box 149, Feirfax,

;

Californis
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yit nave 1ing whoutr prles Eodl ha nany
follaciesn o your atgtapsnt s 1*11 suy this | soraunged enf
all over Los aAngeles, and | meun nll 9ver to beg p=cile Lo 8ell pe
stenci.s rpaper fluid, for wholesale I wuiked my teet o’f trying
0 gst 8 better deal and by-god, it payed off! Lure, you guys
sit con your fa’ rectums and buy your cruag at i 20 per stancii. or

@2 40 for u resm of pgper, you'‘re too god duamn luzy to go out and

see if you c¢an drum up a better deal’ I mean it

-0 wha® hayppens?

T get this stuff at good yrices (¢ rer stencil - 41.23 per ream)

and 1 pass fthe good dead onto you by giving you 44 pages in AB%

Then perple like you tell me that becguse of my jrices mimeo's too

much more than

ditto, 80 you can‘t ba exyected to put cut more than

20 jages. Why don't you get off your fa% talls and see if you ran
get vour stnfr for isss I -ake the bus a gosd 15 miles to get

my paper et L1 23 jer ream —omerines f{more than likely) my mom
takes me down

out and i

Another

ocok?

hing,

1 pay § of what you zuys puy, only because 1 get

you seem to be golinge under tue pretause, when you

say. Yan® it's your 4uty., ¥ vou auve any sonsrienca gt sll, to
trade with bhim, et | at: " “that i'm not tradinge=-that I-m hold-
ing out becsuse I Jon't geth what: wint well 1 trade, with avers
ybeuy, «itu “hcse whe sven zenl me one shewt, like Urey and others,
A owan wivays yPivate grije with ne Shat others didadt Tind a
e e way o yans the r savings on | gl s 4 n=nt lope
ins 1= ! tu:? ‘T : ol L e "2l el Rl Laetd |

3 WY G Lol 2teswed )
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V. PAUL NOWELL:

Promised you a letter after Issue 03% came out, and here it is after
1asue Three, DBetter late than never, I aiways say, though 1 don*t know
if you agree with me in this case. Let's get ong with a rating of AB-
stract, though, shall we?

The reproduction one the whole, was- absolutely marvelous. Never seen
such work. Rex-0-Graph Compsny ought to award you a free machine 1if
you'd advertise their machine in ABstract and display such beautifulg
dittography (thét’s aword?}. Try it. Cover was falr, though thers
wasn’t much there to comment on. I don't think your one lettering
guide was so bad. At least it's better than thehand-made lettering
in my first issus,

FROM WHERE I SIT wes fine. I resent your crack about Yrrozine Revliewers,
as 1 happened to have had such a column for the past six months, 1I've
slnce abandoned it since I cut my collection of mags way down, and I
don*t feel that I1°*d be providing e proper view on prozines by reviewing
such a8 narrow field.

THREE LOVES HAD MICHAEL had a besutiful ending. I°ve already written
Don and congratulate him ong the nice work. That story is good enough
to sell professionally. All it needs is a slight bit of a polishing
up in a professionsl style. I repeat, it was a bseautiful story. Three
Cheers for Don.

Enjoyed all of your 1llos for two reasons: {1} they were well drawn,
well placed, and well-colored, and (2) thers weren't too many of them.
I like magsiine that have some solild pages of print, To many illcs
(fillers) ruin a mag, Just as too few do, also. You had the right
amount, and you had them well placed to mmke them interesting, decor-
ative, and add the right touch to ABby.
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bewin thera to mest Josaph,.
Tace Crittura wers very good and mads ths arg.

iike zomancdy told me
ile jusgt right.
FAN~FARE #4 (RICHARD B. GET3) was also very good., My favorites to
appear ia this cclumn sometime in the future are: Balini, Bllik,
¥utltoy {vecsuses he's still going strong), Moresn, Wdtkins, Ce lnukﬂ
and Ellis {CGecrgina). There may bs more, but that®s all I can think
of now., O YES3....Y0U! Who is mors éeﬂevving of such 8 position put
you?

o-" [

Latter sectlon was gcod., Evary letter had something worth while to say

{and by the same toksn this will go into the wastebaskst oy Pefe’s desk))

A requsst: 1'd like to see VORZIMERzine #l, and SATURDAY REVIEW OF
TRASH #1. Haven't seen eithear, 3%ill haven't got Fautastic Story Mag
#ho Didn't gzebt ons at your place thet day I was there,

Sayv you sre a gmocih ong2, Youn and Park have the right ldea. Priuving
a zine--only 60 copies and send it only to the Bafs. Damn zood meg.
One of tne best to grace wmy meil-box-=0nly cne thing-=-it didn't grac
my xail-box until T demanded and lssue, Wassamatta? aint I & farls

Your revigws are good, but I'm shudlering walting to sese whal you gey
about DIF¥USE, 4nd I hava a gripe. You have twiee in ABby, In j/2 and

#3, run SFACEVAYS intc the ground. I protest, I'11l admit that the hect-

.oed1ng on #1 and #2 waan’* tco goog in places, and that the mimeoing
on #3 was hard tc read, but 1t wasn*t JMPOSSIBLE to vresd...} I read

the entire 1ssus i .rougn, and enjoyed it., Though Jlamy Clsmons story
was good, 1'm not trylug o stert an argument, bubl when you msation

SFACEWAYS poor repro work, st leest mention that scme of the material
enclosad was worthwhile,

Pete, you heve & driviang force the likes of which I've never saen.
There's some reason for your boudless energy and dynemic enthusiasm,
I'd wear myself to a frazzle 1f I want st your rate, Ia fect I don't
think I could run mjse’f at your rate. How much do you waigh? I
welgh 20” myslef, and I don’%t think you top me. Let's us both rua up
to Portlend, ta see Gels, and lose wgight at the samm time, what say?

When I look &t DIFFUSE &nd then at ABstract, I.feel & pang of shame...
sand yet I wouldn't give up DIFFUSE for anything in the world, besauss
it*'s nine, and that‘®s a wonderful thing tco able to say, BEST OF LUCK.
Abby 1s going up faster and faster. I have no nominations for the Top
Ten, since I receive very few fanzines, but 1I'd place ABby up there
SOVEVHERE® How about getting somes Bastern fans, now, and some big onss
at that? Agalin, Good Luck. -
6528 Gentry Ave., N. Hollywood.

Thanx for —he 'ovads of compliments, hope ©o 1ive up ton them in
future issues A8 Tor my dning my autobicg in aB. nix  other
than what 1 feel as an JImpcrtant article, plus nmy edi al

that s all thu*'ll beur my neme {(or sny pseudonym, whioh 1 never
use . in sBstira Just ethizs of some sort 1 do heve sone sort
oT an autcbiag comiang out fn the next Ciolde FRONTLLL (st Hook,
R¥Ur3, Cectleton, HoY.), you nfgint be intoerosted Betwean this
und rroten. . .'n fagged., Thoubn ne pmatter what the fon night

say about wmy wunlng riving for ce, I 11 lay £-3 that ‘asstruct won +



TERRY CARR

Sorry, but I°'1l hsve to turn down your offer of e column in ABstract.
With my current schedule of crifasnac, which already includes two colunns
{huh! that's nothing...about a year ego I had eight...Cantin and I were
in an unacknowled; :d4 races to see who could get tﬁé"most colunns,,.Cantin
ended up with ten or eleven, but I dgn't think he ever wrote mors than
one installmsnt for sny of them...he quitf fandom prestty quick..,.cver-
worked), I don't think I'11 heve the time to do another cnas. Besidss,
I'm about column=4d out. I'm dropping "Carr's Crypt" in SCINTILLA for
just that reasson. "Fantastuff"™ in PEON hes 2 set type of materiasl and
therefor is 1little troutle, and "D'Un NManlere Fantastique" in DEVIANT
allows me Jjust aboub a1l the frsedom I want as to choice of subject,
which hac made it Teirly easy so far, About the only column I'd like

to do right now 1s a fanzine review..and a long one, filled with caustic
remarks when I don®t like the mag and praiss when I do. Sort of a Gelsz~
typs thing, but liveller, If you want that, ok, otherwise no. The maln
raason I want to do the fmz reviews is thet I have a few tons of fanzlines
siltting around marked "review" (I used to have tree {tree? -«ed.) fmz
revisw columns running--I1 beat Cantin there at least, bscause he hed only
two,) I alsc wculd llke to try me hand at the shove idea.

I haven't been in %ouch with Lemus lately, so I have no Lemus fillers on
hand fight now, I'11 try to get some, though. I am enclosing a batch

cf four of my own fillers, which I hope wlll satisfy you for the %ime
being. I'm also eaclosing a story by Pete and me which is rather dasted
as to subject materisl, but I stiil like it. Thsrs are three items from
tho{fMi? enclosed, too: a covaer by Rike which Denis Morsen rejacted {ob-
viously)s,.1L you'd liks to use it, just change the title;...it should
look nice in color. "Untitled Article™ by Dick Ryan, one of the top

Bnf of 6th Fandom, hardly ever heard of now. He rut out a fenzine called
{beliecve it or not) MAD,..darned good ons, too. A flller by Bob M. Stew-
art. All the addresses are on the mss,

I'11 try to remember to ask Boob to send you his pic of Geis., Chod only
knows If he'll do it or not, tho. He has recurrent flts of Gafia all the
time snd you never know whether he'll be in a "f--- fandom" mood or not,

ABstract #3 was & darned good issue, I must say, and better than Psy #11,
which was a rather pitiful examrle of Gels' brainchile and was short, toco.
I agree that PSY has been falling down lately, but then so has my favor-
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p LY . mmuging P33T is on its way oul now, {ols
rudieally Jov 8lx months or 30 and quietly fold it and stezl s
C'sbt Lo vie, I gusss,
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But boek to ABsti: ot #3. The DEA cover is feirily alece, but couvld herd
ves nicsar. In joay g ‘7u”lgd¢@ments you say *h~t G@is was your £lvat
contact in Fandow, vet in g8 letber to Bood you salid HE WeSs, o, WOb Giveas

TTHIREE LOVES HAD MICHAELY both overjoyasd and disappointed me this time.
The first five pages or =0 avs the best he's aver wrlitten. ATter that
it became all too cbvicus that hs weae trying to keap the wordasgs downm,
I would have rathsr sacn 1% go another inttallment 2pd bs de¢u$1nad
Tully than telnted like this, ““i]l sven a8 is, it's by Ter the best
Tan-guory I've ever resd, and vettar than a hell of a lot of pro storles
Arae ycu sure thai it'll he pantad oro Lhis yeer, or have you jush ;erw
gruadod Don to me-write it end send it out? Frankliy, I rathesr doubt it
will meke the g*auub oimrly because it is o;f»nralloooaﬁv ne madter what
MeCoin says, I still conltend thzt the pros have a lot of taboos. He
Who HosxXes Ladu is a8 good sasugh CORrsphrt, but somsthing abcut 1% bothers
PE€...i don't remembe» doing soms of those face critturs, Dié you do them,
or was I farther gone thea I thought Cown there? Celsg? autodbiog is
rather disappointing, He spends too much tims on backeground and yerson=
al exper‘enc 3, methinks, If you'rs goling to go into a few personal
experiencss, you night as well go ingo a lot of Sthem, becauce the auto=-
biog will bs unbalanced if you don't, Your fanzine review is prstbty good,
as is the lettercolumn. Both have the advsntags of belnz nlee gnd long.

iy choice of thstop tea Tanzines: TTAEN: OOPBLA Y : INSIDE : SKYHOOK: PSY-
CHOTIC: SPACESHIY: ABSTRACT : PECN: SPIRAL:DAWN, ..

That's not quite in order, but lebt it go at that. I tnlrnk SPACESHIP
should be a bit higher, but that’s 1i8es. Of those top tea, I'd say
that three, PSYCHOTIC, INSIDL, and SPACESHIPY, have fallen down with
thalr lat @st isguss. SS8Ship is on its way out, what with Silverbsrg
going prov and Ron 3mith is having money troubles, end Geis is having
the same troublses. The others are all getting bastter...cops, {forgot
Lo inc l de HYPHEN in the 1list of thoss slipping. The thkug 139 tho,
hot HYFEN is so great it can afford to slip!

(R Y
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Ore last note on sBatraet f#3: the Boward fillers stank, Get beiiter ones
or got rid of him. He does a fatrly good job in ALAS, but this stuff
turns my stomech.

Thenxs for the akcs raview of VULCAF, I'd appreciate it 1f you'd csead
your ratings on the issus this time, like you promised to do lestime
end pnEver Gid. IT'm currently stencllling V-5, but it won't be out Tor
two or three months yet., The GGFS seems to be on shaky ground, though
I can't say why. Tares weeks ago we had Sdur best mestlng in the last
two years, with that Fannlsh Revival Hour that we teped to you and sonmse
really good dlscussicns going arcund. 4 wesk ago sxactly four people
showed up for the meeting, so we called it off. Boob and I are current
ly working on enothser progrem for the next mesting, this ons to be a
humorous history of the fan, from his barbaric stages to his fashioning
of the first few crude implements {the churchkey being the first) and
finally to his ultimates 1life. Since most of the offects will be visual,
we won't be able to tape it to you. Too bad you couldn't maks it to
one of thae meetings snd see these programs. We've gobt a milliion ideas
for them, and the club is in favor of them. Maybe one of these years
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we do wa'll end up doing one of tiie club programs, ‘

Well, methinks I've rambled enough for now. Tell ?on that I'm weliting
for the story hs promiszed me...and itell him to lebt it go up %o 3,000 wids.
if necessary. I want something at least half es good as THREE LOVES.

With that, I go... 134 Cembridge S5t., San Franciso

"LYNN BICKMAN: .

{( I seem to have misplace Lyan's postcards, temporarily, but I%d
like tk say afew words %o him., Lynn wrots me that he won't send
me 25¢ for my CONish...szys that ¢he thinks that a trade is enough.
For 100 pages, plus 4 pages (48 pies) of the CON, I think 23¢
plus a traede is not tco out-of-line. Therefore, I'll yield to
nobhody--no tredo~--no CONish, I hate tc be this way, but without
those quarters, I can’t gffor the sxtra 50-plus pages plus the

4 offset picture pages. I must gat 100 to at least 75 quarters
or the ish dosan‘*t ccme out, 1)

al.

n what 1 receil
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Iive heen asked to 2o ove of these smutoblographies. {sa you npight weil
guess I you s9e it in print!) Thet®s odd, because I'm not a BNF sand
woree yet, I'm not & fun,

171) get ground te Shat lgber., At the moment you're paobably nxlous
to find out hew I got mixzed ap with Pandom (most llkely, ycu're not,
bubt there’s not a dema thing pou caa 4o aboub it3). It geems o
nappensd way bzck in the last days of 6th Fandom. I met Ysbter Greham
whea he was still buying Amaaing and heing audited Lor snzrars and
Gogether we met Terry Carr end converted Kelth Joseph.

tent on in a merry 1lititle nec-~fannigh way for about six months, sube
bing and reading fanzinesz religiocusly  and eventually gradusted from
Amazing to Galazy and such,

‘‘hen came the dswn I put out the first half-size, hekito’'d lsszue of
BACY I was mahinp cply £10 a month then off my pappr routs gand Ghod
kno«s now I manegsed e publish two &ssues a menth. Thoy variled in
quality from horrible tc just bad, all of them, and when tha eighth
had bceq meiled I was Jjust fed up with dbeling callied an SOB by so many
fang, Bub I 8%lll had hopes.

I was promoted {rom carriser to inspecter of routes in my diatrict and
rigde Gtwlice as much, I Lhiought majbe I could put a good feazine oul
with all thet extrs money. DBut alem! That fall I sntered Eigh School
and had to buy car tickots, gams tickeﬁsg cigarettes (I'd taken up
gmcking) and began mseting more girls that didn‘t deserve my fanning
noney.

I had more hope, though, when I got gnother efter-~school and Saturdey
job at a local buichar shop. Now I wes making three timea eg much as
my route and inspection; plus that monsy (I atill kept the Shopping
News Jobs.)

Bub alack, ales, and Aleaks (to stseal a line from Herb Ceen), I got
interested in liquor. I speat ebout halfl my ray check sach week on
beer and naturelly, didn't have enough for my fanzins, So I gultd.
sompletely, '

That*s the way it's been for quite = while, The most I°ve done in

the past months 1s put cut a four-page issue of BOC] and s few letters
to Pets Vorzimer, I1've emen given up reading stf--as Carr quoted ne
lagt issue, "It makes me sick." I've read the Caine Mutiny, XKon Tiki,



AU-FARE nughar £§ve with BOOH STJ
et i a4 ‘,H“'lug Hell"s Kitchen, since gi I
type R on #eens Lo be repleseing stf. 4nd annsr 8, o}
Motor Trend and a few other slicke are replacing Tfenzinea In my rcad 0,
dlet., Movies, drinking parties, and such un-fannish-type things are
replacing GGFS meetings

Hy oh my.

0f even smeller interest than the above is that I'm fifteen; have bro
hatr, 150 pounds of mest shakin' on the bone and stand close to slx feet
in my shoes, (I might add thet Boob®'s picture will appear on the cover
of the next issue-~-.ED.) I plen to go to college, and possibly esrn :
dally bread through & wrliting cereer, though Ghod knows how I'm going %o
do 1t with a "D" uverage so far,

I°ve gccumulated in the past two or three years of stfing and fanning:
a collection abbut 1500 large of mags snd stuff, e typer, a mimeo, Thres
hektos and so forth. A whole kit.

That‘s that, Now where did I put my copy of the New Yorker?
L% X

O =

WARNINNG 2

As I have sald in previous issues, the time for the Convention 1s draw-
ing nearer and neerer. I Jjust got my membership card billing me as
prisoner number 189. But aside of that the Convention means one more
thing to both me and you, my readers. It means that 1 have got to start
thinking about my speclal Convention issue, the one that will boast 200
peges an® 4 full pages of plctures.

The price of thls October lssue, will be 35¢ to non-fens and the fans
will recelve 1t for 25¢ plus their own magazine in trade.. in other
words, it’s golng to cost you 25¢ more than the previous lssues of AB,
But believe me, it's golng to be well worth it?

Starting with this issue, end contdhning with the July, August, and
September issues of ABstract, I will publish a numbered list of those
who thus far have sent in the quarter for the CONish., There will only
be 100 printed...and the first 100 qQuarters take them. So, in other
words, get your gquarter in as soon as possible, I might get all the
money within the next two months or less and those of you who plan to
wait awhile, will be stuck without an issue.

Pals so far are:; R

Don Howard Donnell
Stuart K. Nock
Burton S, sSatz

Jimmy .Clemons
Cherles wilgus
ou-nODly 95 left,. ...

L4

E » e
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o

Deadline for all money will be the 15th of August..........nc later!

Materiel in that issue by CARR:GEIS:VURSIMER:NOCK:WEGARS:DONNELL:
TUCKER : GRENNELL: BALINT: HLCKMAN : MOREEN : WILLIS: STEWART HALL: CALKINS . more
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You czn be sssured thst all of ua G,Is
worried for ¢ while, We'rs right up
in what you might e¢zll ths Communist front
yard nere in Germeny end war is more of e
pozalblity every day. And then, rumers
sterted floating eround thst we'd be sent
into Indoehina %o help the Fremech out
down there, The Xocrea situstion still
hadn't besn settled e¢ither and &ll

of these toc lminent factors kept our
spines tingling. OFf course, the H=
bomb and a suppossd Nitrogen bomb

gave us a little relief but then

word came out from benind the Iron
Curtein that they®d issued hand atom-
iec weapons to the red troops and had
an H-Bomb too, Wse were all wery nerv=
ous=-just wondering if they‘'d nold o
untll we got rotated,

But yesterday, I1'm proud to aan-
ouncs; WAR ended, figuratively.

Wer, strife, fighting, common
difficiulties; racial prejudice, rel-
iguous differences, hunger, poverty--
everything that has plegued man since
the beginning of time,

I had aprlied for and recelived a
three day pass in order to visit Sweden
and the Americaen Express tour was ressonably
cheap--s0 Tuesday I hopred on a sight-seeing
bus and we.left. Enroute, one of the great-
eet .and most thrilling sights to me, was this
"dream-city" designed end laid out by the fam-
ous swedish sclentist, Yaann Danders, It was
only one of the many that had been reised and
were now being used. Thousands more wers
being bullt all over the country and refugees
and peasant paécple from Germany, Denmark;
France, end several of the-.countries behind
the Iron Curtain wers rushing to fill up each
city upon its completion. _

Several basic quelities of the cities were
explained to us by the Unit Dirsotor who showed
us through., He informed us that each and every
"citizen" was psychoanalyzed throroughly and sent
to the city that contailned others of the same

Ay~

. f‘-“. @
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fundamental protuberant ideas, beliefs, creed, etc,



vipitlog the :'acolg several of the umhu g 8Eevis

semic powsr division, the 00u~uu“¢‘u wachines, the parks, cuic., W
were glven a two=hour Tectu*a on how some of the devices to oL Lmlnaue
work ﬁperatedo I was greatly impressed with ths school system., IU
operates via TV sets gnd a device similsr to g lie-detector., Each
child is plesced geparstely in eight fool cube room like stalls, He
gsite down in & comforisble chair and fastens the breln wave recording
device to his temples by slipping on a skullecap. Tnepn the lesson is
implied through watching TV and his eapabllity and understianding is re-
corded in the control room, If the child dcesn't grasp the mesnling cof
the lesson, his circuit is switched over cnto a channell £firthe more
backeward mind until he can progress sgain to the main circuit. 4s socon
as his control-room meter indicates that' he's earned his gquota for the
day, he may leave., Or, if he desires indicate an advanced learning
capabllity, he®ll be edvsnced into higher studies.

I didn*t understand the food making machines, They were cortsinly
too compliceted for me, I gathered, from the director's lecture that
it was related to an atcemic nuclear change of the atoms of rocks, earth,
etcCe At dinner, I discovered that it didn't taste too bad. 7The direct.
or gave us to understand that this wasn't the baslic foold--just something
to keep from starving in cese the food supply was cub off, Hydrophonic
gardesns suprlied most of the food consumed in the 20,000 populsted city.

Working houre, he exrlained, were held to a maxiumum of three hours
per day for a two day wesk, Of course, sclentists,; chemists, etc,, had
the liberty to work a% will., The common lehormsn would be eliminated as
time went by and the aducation level dncreased. Hstimated time wes thres
generations to producz a standard of slmost gsnius snong the populace,

The city, itself, was covered with ahuge plastic dome that reached
frrom mountaln to mcuntain between the narrow velley. Both ends were
open to the weather so z3 to insure a proper amount of fresh alir. A
parrow siream twisted the length of the city and riprled over a men~made
waterfall in the park, However, drinking water, etc., was gsained from
deep wells,

At the lecture, the Swedish scientist, Ysnn Daenders, was introduced
to us and he informed us of the "dresme-cities™ now belng constructed in
Germany with plans to spread to France later on in the year., He also
stated that soldiers were deserting from the Russion army aand sneaking
geross with thelr families to enter the cities. ' Russia, he stated, had
asked to examine the "citlies" and their delegates were expected to arr-
ive later on in the week,

The U.S.Army were presently considering the ldea of turning all of
the @rand Canyond into one large dity and the President of the U.3. had
sdvanced the possibillty of soon disorgenizing the army--if and when the
Reds would consant to do the same, No staetement was glven by the many
AWOLs from troop bases in Germany and France,

So, Immedietely after we left the city and I returned to camp, I
cabled Walt Willls to see what he thought about this idesa I'd landed
urcn, He'd read sombthing about the "dream-cities"™ in a magazine snd
was very responsive to the suggestion I made., He even had the ideal
location in mind--3 narrow valley near Belfast in Northern Ireland. I
got in touch with the Swedish scientist; Yann Danders, and he made an
offer on a finished "dream-city” of $1, OOO 000, The reason the cost is
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ryone in the more populated-secticns of the
am citieca within the next 10 or 15 8T S,
11 prebhably be herded inio the sams cit
¢ should atick toceth We ,hcu"i nzake 3
N uobothar now° Don't let some nith1ttoa pqychoen ivst me
us! If we chip in now and buy this dream-cit by, we *11 be vnar
of the rest of the world! This has several good voinuu~~;or Ine
e, we could have a fan coanvention once a wsek oi even more ofter.
be able to live nexy door to maybs Walt Willls himself and hear a1l
he witty thirgs he says when waking up every moraing that never see
in fenzines, Ard naturally, you'd seve more than §$L,CC dollars
person on poshtage fox letters and farzines alone! I sliso undsrsiand
2t taxes will be reduced once everyone in the world is settled in :
e&ucﬂmieso we could beat the government to the punch by stopring pay-
1t on taxes now., We could declare out indeypsndence from the world}
ink of all the possiblilities! 4 raradisel A onece-in-g=lifc-tines
deali A no-noney back guaranteel 3
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fer is the lirit and you'll want to b it

13 & letter now %o Welt Willls 170 Uppor Newe
townards Roed } ast Northe¥n Irelana and ss

particulsre., For cply L£ifty dollars, you caa't afford n
0rf couvrse, boat farz over to Irslend ‘Lll hava to be at ¥
So, Bob Shew and othsrs have set up a loan fund for iAmericse
Tans who want in on this caper.

S0, hurry. 20,000
of the other BNFs )
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Better hurry. ceme=Claoudius
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DIFFUSE; ¥V, Paul Nowell - 6528 Gentry Ave., N, Hollywood, Cal Vi, N1,
Materlai-wise, thls mag is very FOOdo But Ghoed! thet ditla! Ghadl

It's published by the Scarlet Teneger ¥ress allas John "Crezy-Legs”™

Hi<cheock, The ditto is the worst I“Vs sver:. seen. ({(Boy, I reelly
get 'em--the worst dittoed mag, and the worst mimeod mag.! “Careor”

by Don Donnell is pretty mood. Gusst editorial by yours Truly, tells

of the start of NAYA and some interesting meetings. Also by the great
bare {€éemn, that wes almost °"barel,.Verzimer is "How to be Popular at

a STFCon", More stuff, all pretty good. If and when the next lssue

is dittoed on nmy machine, 1'l1 gusrontee you'll see a world of dizffer-
ence, productlion-wise. Nowell®s schedule is somewhere between three

or four ishs per ,year, but unless he maintains somewhat of & Tegular
gchedule, his zire will mever be apprecisted. Should improve greatly. C

.
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SEOCH VPROGUHESS REXGAT: #2 by ks Cole, sta. "A7, Box 305, bWichioord 2, 11
I'his 1s the second jwopress report Lo debe. VWit 15, ¥ cecoivel o ciice
ular from the ULT‘Q?” uhque Howel regarding thelr rates for g slngle,
5} aoublﬂ ete.. HL50 3 ived with the Rerport, was ry membership u“@,
done vary nicelﬁxfifm da.ﬂ You get your aollaI*' worth. Jon-Notes
by Cole AVery ;piﬁa_;wy ana veny interestiag,. Alse vory gond was
roul An ‘Un/rhe oECon. " It seems that vhey don't wart your 1ils
Shy mond wrsoon unhbil gyou gelt thore GO hasitare, foxr luck
of mareya sﬂﬁ‘ t9 resanve . your room wibth 2z, Yo resarve i
throuzh u,nm*ufﬁﬁ not the hotel, Ths eae are a Lintlo
B o rd e by sharisng youe 7o0 ith o ecpuric o7 o
oon®T I wi]l bri~7 the prica down 10 penaiss. {alsce Lhe
5. Yepalshosl DO %. ) ?rﬂﬁc3 are $7.8% ©or thse spoenvuest ol
and grpsh double. Try tha blg squeas L3850
ALPEA. Jan Jansen

An exellently readable feamag from Belgium.
illustrations whatsoever,

has 22 pages on good sto
ABztrdct #3 with just &
the firast two lssues cof
I would rsall consider

-~ Dave Vendelmans - 229 Berchemlel; Forgerbhoutl,

Although it lecks
it makes up for it in other places.
ck., The cover is poor., sort of like
1ittle illo in cme coruer of the cover,
the mag were rore or less newsletters
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of
this the first issue of this mag, s a ¢

any inside
The mug
one
Sinece
a sort,
aizine,
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One of the reasons why a faned pubs his
own zlne; is becasuse he wanle a place
where he can give out with all his opin-
lons, He can review other msgazines in
the seclusion of his own magazine, He
can even reteiiate 1f ha choses to do so,

I've been accused, of late, for reviewing
in & highly unfalir manner., Most of the
letters on this subject end like this, "I
realize thet ii's your own zlne, your own
letter column, and you're entitled to your
opinion, but...." Now I’'ll explain tHe
way 1 review a mag.

First: I don't care if a magazine has ¢un
for 103 (perfected after 102 brews) issues,
that has no bearing on this issue I'm re-
viewing at present., Second: I don't care
how good & zine it's been in the past, I'm
Just dealing with the copy before me.
Third: When comparing a magazine to another
I compare it with a contempcrary issue, not
with somebody's Annish or a good issue it
hed way back when, Do you resd me?

One thing I must admit, I clamped down e
little too hard on Ralph Stapenhorst last
issue, Yet, one shakedown 1snIt too much
for a faned who deserves it. Ralph cohlddn't
help but see as the first sheet rolled out,
that it wasn't going to be readable. He
shouldv'e stopped et that poilnt, and saved
himself a couple of reamns of pgper. As for
the boys who pilot the top zines,...if they
have put out a poor issue, let's face it,
it"s poor whether or not it's been rated
one of the best or not., Thils is my final
word on this subject. Now, let's get ong
with the reviewS....

GREY: Charles Wells - 405 E, 62nd St., Savennah, Georgla, Vol. 2, No. 1.
A newssheet/gabsheet combination probably used as mass correspondence, but

very good, and very interesting. Some feople ought to junk thelr zines,
with all their un~importaent slop and stlck to this sort of stuff. For



1 se, I get more value in trade for A
53 . Chuck mekes some interesting announcements g pui n&
two letters. Thls is sort of a digested fanzine., Something like Fentas

WROION. P L. Shaeffer - 2322 N. Beschﬁo:d Dy , Los Angeles Callif y 74

Here {s Eighth Fandom's magszlne. Silyerberg s artiocle "DAMMIT"" is
about the most informative and best thing I°'ve resd on the numbering of
fandom's. He's all repentent. Grennell's "] GO SPILLANE" ia hilaevicus
Fourteen pages of letters. (Tha%'s my {nfluence on the magezine | Dittod
in three co.ors One of the letters i{a a moust Interesting one by Lee
Hoffman in answer to one of lark‘s querjes as to whether or not there
would evar be snother (uandry ..%skes up four pusges of the letter <olumn
vther material by Willis, Bennister Ackermsnd&oneary. This zine i{s great’
I*m now assistant ed of this thing and secured the oneury-ackermon play
Unly 60 copi=s printed  strictly o Bnf audience. Very, very good A

XENERN INDEX LETTER: Bill Knaspheide - 992 Oak St., San Francisco, Calif.

This seems to be a waste of time except for Knapheide himself plus one
or two others who want to keep a file of Fandom in the prozines. How-
ever I could be all wrong about this. I‘m just no interested myself.

It Jjust didn't appeal to me. Blll's taste in fanzines seems to be slip-
ring...expeclally when it comes to rating Deviant. ahead of Psychotic. B-

DEYIANT: Carel MoKianey -~ Stution L, Bex S1k, Provo Utah HNumber Two.

Cover: Lousy. DMaterial: Fair, deprodustion Excellent. sArt-Wiork:Lousy.
Bow that's over with., Carel had better gel new urtists or leave out
art work at all. ™Wind" by doanell was very gnod. Calkin's FAN-FAKRL

was very good. loems are the most sickening I've ever seen. Rick Sneary's
article was excellent., ost of the features and stuff are entirely tono
femalish. For the birds. \VWoree than the first 1ssue und from the way
Carol sreaks..it 1l remoain the same way it 1s. FAN-FARE is e sparkiiag
spot in the mag...it should be...J ORIGINATSD IT: Worse than Lst Ish. C-
I've stretched o roint with tihat "C--" but it reully isn‘t too bad 1t
ranks 26th. .aad could be o comer...if oply it wasn’t so dumn girlish.
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L Just ¢ 11 lose denf Rich gz a friend it I don't
I Laast on TAY L fsh, eut olt, . 1 um U@y neart won o
ne, [ruc s 1 want to 1 give 1% BAE, tubt tanst's uil,..1 think
i 5 20t The isaue i Tlop {wiil ebody st o doctor for Geis?
5T hage e oub. ssue 15 a Tiop--physicaily. The japer is
grade,  (I'm nobt sure of Lhe waight ither 15 or 20. wovers not on
Ifer » poock anymore.  Dittosraphy==batter than averzpge, but not tetter
0 psvefgge.for Geis, Mseterial lond %hic is where g wave of reilef cor
cki: is excellient. vary @ood, Uf course 1 don't cgree with ~a; 12k
nig onswer Lo ny column, wiich he eallig, WY FOF JMAJ“'W" Vs NE
P [feartabaly'don't aprae with vihoevgr virots tha % letfier' 1w i“~
v column gomabody who Lhnougsht that becuabJ ha L\t blustaed, he chowld
] verybody €133 somzbdody who likes, "4n eye Tor an gye, 0*" "oor
evense 13 sweab, snebher Colnsk. Jamn fine matericl | if only 'Geis
oulsl o ‘waek to nic Leatter parar The material iz 64 bub Lhe' rmb 'itsdl?
s oniy @ €, which avarugss cuh Yo about BAY in my book T BLNT I8
, _ .

Doa't blame me=-T've scrounged me bureauddrawers looking for more mags

to raview. You didn’t send them in--so how in blazes do I review them,

by ESF? Of course, now you'll swamp m3 end I'll probably have a back-

log ss big as Carr s and Geis® put together, but why weit until its too
lat&v cend those zinses as soon &s they come out--unless you don’t like
the Vorzimerian system of reviewing.

NOCTE TO McKINNEY, GRAHAM, BOWART, ELLIK and others with whom I've taken
to feuding within the last mopth. I HATKE FEUDS. But most of you have
given me provocation to feud, and too muech, not so much with McKinney

and especially not with Bowert with whom I'm having a friendly feud, but
with Graham and Ellik with whom I*m fighting in dead earnest., Ellik,
you've gone too far with your juvepality-=too far. You don‘'t know when
you see a good hoax--you woulda't kuaow what one is. Lverybody sees through
‘em so why make yourself obnoxious. aAnd you Graham, if you think sSsSship
is so darn head-over=shoulders over AB, see if Slilverberg will carry you
through aell the ishs 1‘*ve carried you...e find friend. Let’s call it off
end be friends=-how's that. Gf course we could carry this on forever, but
let's forget things...and make like it never harpened, after all we're
supposed to have some degree of intelligence. OC.K.? Gocd! See You
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BARLGINIG™, AIJQI aﬁlﬂ thls Is whers I look back at all the Lovely ityras,
gocte, Flurfs, mistakes, srrors, spasticisms, etc,, so ectuslly Hhis iz
gy lapeat,

Well, now whers do we staert? Oh yss, the case of the missing rage, y¥¢9
comewnere around here, I'm positive there's a missing pezs. “Bub fired
% better explain wyse;f (nop that’s too complicated, I%G bebdtsr stlek
to ezplalining the megazive), I hed all the stencils tyred {LO of them)
all excepd for this last editoriale-it Tigured out per?eaﬁo Then, o2
ths Lhird pege of the letter column (now occupied by & pictuze) I gnofed,
I pvb tho third (uge where the fourth should be and weat o, leaving a
biank pags, therevy shoving the whole issue, up ore page., Sc, I £illsad
in with the Rogalar drawing., But, the funny thing was later when I stil)
caps ouh rerfeatﬁ zven wlith the sdded drawingl all told, scmevhere ['m
missing a page. Bubt where!

o ¥
£

I8z getting pro@ressively worde, Damn it! I'm making typos Lef%t and
right, That's four in the last sentence. 4As Callins puts
editor can make that stasement?

One thing, Inctezd of gstting rrodressively betber at dittoinz, it saeens
4

.

Ag 1 stand by nmy falthful Rer-0; inhaling Methanol fures by the room-ful,
I suddenly Tlip when the darn mhchlne statts ereasing all the sheets,
Well, I tell you, I almos® tore the daern machine &pert + rying to f£ind out
what was meking it do 1t. 1In case you've been having the sofg 4rouble,
ry heert bleeds for you. I think I'vE found the soloufion; You’re putt-
ing in %00 much fluid--or ths bottle is. This causes the peper to curl,
and when it comes to the second dlg roller, instesd of flattaniug the
paper out, it cressss them. 30 bear with me 1f you have a creased paper,
and if you don't consider ycurself lukky.

If anybody whnis tc know the siae of my room its 18 pllez of 8iX11 sheets
of paper long, with 2 inches betwsen each pile, by (that's &} Seae I
was talking about} 12 piles wide {on the long side, 1l"). I cun ell
because the plles cover the whole room.

Maxt issue I'm going to swear to have less than L0 pages., This lissue

my will power was weah:o I swore I was only golng to have 38 pages, and

look where I am 42! 3till k¢ apisce for postage. Next moth--month,
tere's oaly going t0 be 36=--you watch! Darn, 1 kesp forgetting, next

iuh is the FANish--it's going to be 50 pages=-=well the 36 pager Will

ba the ish aftsr that--and so on down to 32 untill the CONish,

Well, well, this mezns ABstract #4 is over--#5 com wing upe I think it
was Balint or #llik who told me that if you go five issues, youre cciri=-
aln %o bs eround for quite a few more=--shows you're stable and sll that

scrt of rot. Well, I'm going to work on #5 as soon as I gef through here.

Warning: I'm going Gafla. Yes, you read right, I'm going Gafia. After
the Comizh (OCuObGT ish #9), I m going to h¢bern te uniil my anNNish, #10,
in Jdanuary...so you'll be two months without seeing me, you lucky psople.
1711 be looking forward to those restful months., 1 thlnk I'm doing Ttight
by allowing nyself those months. You don't know how many people have
uaid that if I keep on the way I've been golng--1'1ll get Gaflia Finalius--
Gafia-Tor-good. This I wouldn't went., After the ANNISH, however, I'll



) _ vausl, only bi-monthly, with 50 pages svary lsh. 1

MY L viere on bo iafinity--and if I've got the guts, i
on unbil I'm on adult, married with three kids, ELven then, I'IL yrubiish,
if the wife's a Tan. Then %00, my son might be the only faned tc continus
to publish a mag put out at ons time by his father-=I can just see the
little lad now, Stanislaus Vorzimsr of 84th Fandom, editor of Abstract,
now going into 18s 48214 1ssus-—=with 19 years of publication. Hmuemmm,

Well, I'd better get this finished., "Atomic Attack™ is going on at 9:30,
et which tire dear Mertin Varno will be over here, swiping cookiss and
helring me put ABstract together. 1I'd better put i: together myself be-
fore he gets here; you know what heppsned with the sedond issue, Egad!
It hurbs just to think of it!

Agaip, I'm bushed after anocther issue--yet as soon as I set this down,
I'm zolng to put the Peterry Csrraham manuscript on carbon, same wiiti
Fletch's report of the FanVetCon., If the NAFA meeting is as good as I
think it will be, I might include a ons or two page repcrt by some mmu-
ber; plus some obher junk. Remember what I said about the surprising
change.

Some people have told me that 1'll never maintain a stricet schedule; bub
nevertheless 1'11 do it-~this is just &n example. I'm already finished

AB and its only the 18th...a& full 11 days Before its supposed to be fin-
ished! .

If anybody wants to read a good book, they should read Wylles’s “TOMORROW".
Simply great! The end of the world bit--~done by the master himself, IT
you like that, then you can read OPUS 31, if you like thst go on to GEN¥
ZRATION OF VIPERS, if you like that, gd on to THi DISAPIEARANCIE, &nd so

on., The DISAPFPEARANCE is great, all about what happens when DOOF! there
goes women, Disastrous®

Ever since that dirty-yeller livered rebs bit in the beack of last ish,

the boys from the South haven't written me=--I know when I'm getting the
freeze. O0.XK., Bowart--this here's yer last ish of ABstract until I gets
me an ish of ALICZ--~and as fer Corey, there aint enough words fer me to
express my sentiments towards him--only one of you gits AB from now on,

You other leechs out there who've been receliving sBstract in trade and
who haven't treded, or those who've just been receiving it period--this
is your last warning--a letter of criticism or a trade or POOF! there
goes ABstract from yer mailboxes. I'm darn mad at those lice! You know
who you are,

AND YOU, P.G,, you haven't traded anything yourself, well, on second thought .
I did get that LOOKING SOHMEHOW, but other than that, that’'s oanly two trades
(SEETZE is the other) for four ishs. From now on, only the issues traded

for, will you get, Otherwise cash~~this is the blood purge of June *54!

Need more hags to review-~otherwise no review column for the next ish.
AB depends solely on the stuff you send in. No stuff--no mag. Don't
forget your dough for the CONISH., Letest tallies have 19 sold, only 8l
left, Deadline August 15th. i

Time change: Just got through with "Atomlc Attack"., Was pretty gcod, although
everybody had a good time over-acting, Martin swiped his usuel quota of
cookiss and is now gone, real gone, as I will be at the end of this llne...
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